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To the Teacher
What is an Emerging Reader?  The PreK-12 English Language Proficiency Standards (TESOL, 2006) specifies the 
term “emerging” to describe level 2 English language learners as follows: 

	 At the Emerging level, students can understand phrases and short sentences.... 
	 Reading and writing proficiency may vary depending upon students’ literacy development in their 
	 native language and their familiarity with the alphabet, among other factors. Students can read words 
	 and phrases and locate specific, predictable information in simple, everyday, or environmental print.  
	 They often make errors in writing that hinder communication.

Level 2 emerging learners, therefore, are often older students who can already read in their first language but 
need contrastive phonics and intensive vocabulary to develop English literacy.
	
What is the purpose of this book?   A to Z Picture Activities is an illustrated English vocabulary builder with 
phonics and grammar exercises for emerging readers from grade 6 to adult. All of its 888 illustrated words 
are presented in the context of lively art and sentence activities. Each unit includes oral practice as well as 
introductory reading and writing.  

How can the book be used?  The book can be used as a sequenced program from A to Z or selectively as a 
supplement to another text. To ensure the most systematic and comprehensive approach to the sounds and 
spellings of English, however, it is recommended that teachers proceed from  A to Z, since most exercises are 
designed cumulatively.  The vocabulary activity pages include 150 of the most frequent words in English, the 
Dolch List of basic sight words, 62 illustrated common verbs, and 550 words on themes such as colors, clothing, 
and food. These pages can be used at any time.
 
How do I present A to Z Picture Activities to my students?

• 	 First orient your students to the components of the book, including the pages at the end – the “CD Script for 
	 the A to Z Activities Book,” the “Activities Answer Key,” and the “Index of Illustrated Words.”

• 	 Help the students fill in page iii, “All About Me” to personalize the book. This page also provides you 
	 information about each student. Then discuss page vi, “The Sounds of English.” 

• 	 Go over page 1, “The Alphabet,” with your students. Here you can explain that the names of the alphabet 
	 letters in English frequently do not correspond with the sounds they represent. On the phonics pages they 
	 will learn more about sound-symbol correspondence and spelling. 

• 	 Read the title of the first page of the A unit to the students. Ask them to skim all the A unit pages. Explain that 
	 there are vocabulary, grammar, and phonics exercises in each unit.

• 	 Pronounce the illustrated vocabulary for the students. Discuss the meanings of the words, and play the CD of 
	 the page, having the students repeat the words. Alternatively, you can read the CD script for the first page 
	 from the printout in the back of the book.

• 	 Read the activity instructions aloud. Ask a student to read and explain the example sentence. Divide the 
	 students into pairs. Have them complete the page and discuss their answers. Remind them that they can 
	 check their answers in the back of the book.

• 	 Continue similarly with the phonics pages and vocabulary pages. Follow this same process for each unit. 
	 Discuss and review the vocabulary, phonics, and key grammar points in the unit.
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Index of Illustrated Words
The words in phonetic script are available at www.ProLinguaAssociates.com under A to Z Picture Activities.

abdomen  55
acrobat 2
addition  2, 77
address iii, 2
age iii
airplane 2
alligator 2, 8
alphabet  1, 2, 34
always  75
ambulance 2, 103
American flag  49
angry 39
animal  8
ankle 13
ant 2, 55
antenna  55
apple  2, 4, 7, 31, 37
appliances  48
aquarium  89
arm  2, 4, 7, 13
arrow 2
ask 2
asparagus 113
attic  47
August  6
aunt 35
automobile 9
autumn  97
avocado 37
ax 2, 105, 118
baby 88, 122
back seat 9
bag 10
bagels  43, 66
baking pan 63
ball 6, 7, 10 
banana 10, 31, 37
bandage 54
bandaid  54
baseball 98
basement 47
basket  49
basketball 98
bat 102
bathroom  47
bathtub 48, 58
beans 113
bear 10
bed 10, 48
bedroom 47
bee 55
beet 113
beetle 55, 66

bell 28
belt 19, 24
bicycle, 122
big 11
bike 10, 53
bills 73
bird 10, 52
birdhouse  58
black 12, 17
blanket  12
blender 63
blocks 12
blood 54
blouse  19
blue 17
boat 81,103
body  13
bone  81
book,10, 20
bookcase 20
boots  19
bored 39
bottle  66
bottom 67
bow 71, 102
bowl 10, 30, 81
box 10, 118
boy 10, 83, 
bracelet 19
branch 10, 12, 70
bread 10, 12, 31, 43
breakfast 31
broccoli 113
broom  12
brother 35
brown 17
bruise 54
brush 10, 12, 88
bug 10
bulletin board 20
bumper 9
bureau   48
burners 63
bus 10, 88,103
butter  72
butterfly 10, 55
buzzard 124
cabbage 42,113
cabinet  63
cake  7, 14
calendar  20, 25
candle  66
canned soup  43

cap  14, 19
car  4, 7, 14, 103
card  7
carrot  14, 99, 113
cast  54
cat  14
catch  14
celery 16, 99, 113
cent  73
centimeter  92
center  16
cereal  31, 43
chaIr  16, 20, 48
chalk  6, 21
chalkboard  21
cheek  38
cheese 16, 72
cherries  37
chest 13
chicken  16, 62, 72
children  35
chin  16, 38
Christmas 25, 49
church  88, 108
circle 16, 85
clam  99
claw 6
climb  70
clock 14, 20, 62, 104
closet  47
clothes  19
cloud  14, 82
cloudy  97
coat  14
coffee  31
coin 73, 83
colander  63
cold   81, 97
colors  17, 37, 113
colt  81
comb   70
comparatives  93
computer  20
cook  14
cookies  43
corn  113
couch  48
cough 34
counter top  63
counting  18
cousin  35
cow  8, 14, 82
crab  99

crackers   43
crayon  21
crown 14, 82
crumb  70
crutch  54
cry  122
cup 14, 30, 92,108
cupboard  63
cupcake  58
cut  14, 54
cylinder  122
cymbals  71, 122
dance 22
date 25
daughter 35
day  5, 25
December 25
decimal  77
design  76
desk 22,  24, 48
desserts  30
diamond 22, 24
difference 77
dime 73
dining room  47
dinner  30
dishes 30
dishwasher  63
divided by  77
division  77
doctor  59
dog  8, 22
doll 22
dollar 22, 73
dolphin  22
door 20, 22
down 22
dozen eggs  124
dragonfly  55
draw 6, 22
drawer  22
dress  19, 22, 88
dresser  48
drill  105
drink  22, 24
drinks 30
drive  22, 53
drum  22, 71
dryer  48
duck  22, 62, 108
eagle 29
ear  13, 29, 38, 102
earache 54
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earphones  20
earrings  19
Easter  49
eat 29, 31 
egg  26, 28, 31, 72
eggplant 113
eight  18 
eighteen 18
eighth 84
eighty 18
elbow 13, 26
electric drill 105
elephant 8, 26, 34
elevator 26
eleven 26, 18
eleventh 84
end table  48
engine 26
enter 26
envelope 26
equals 2, 73, 77, 89
equator  89
eraser  20
even numbers  77
exercise 26, 118
exit 26, 118
eye 38, 96
eye brow 38
eye lashes 38 
face 38
fall  (v)  6, 32 
fall (n)  97
family  35
father 35
faucet  63
February 49
feelings  39
fern  28
fever  54
fifteen  18, 32
fifth 84
fifty  18
fin 32
finger 13
fire  32
firefighter  59
first 84
fish  30, 32, 52, 99
five 18, 32
flag  20, 32
flame 32
floor  20, 32
flour 43, 96
flower  32, 82, 96
flute  32, 71

fly  32, 53, 55, 102
foot  13, 32, 83, 92
football  58, 98
forehead  38
fork  30, 32, 80
forty  18
four 18
fourteen  18 
fourth  84
fox  88, 118
fraction  77
freezer 63
Friday  25
frog  32, 80
front seat  9
fruit  32, 37, 109
fry  53 
frying pan  63, 122
furnace  48
gallon  92
game  40
garden  40
gas  40
gas cap 9
gate  40
get off  40
get on 40
giant  42
gift  24, 40
giraffe  8, 42
girl  40, 52
give  40
glad 39
glass 30, 40
glasses 40
globe 21
glove 40
glue  109
gnome 76
go  40
goat  40
golf 98
good-bye 40
gorilla 40
grains 43
grams  92
grandfather  35
grandmother 35
grapefruit  37
grapes  37, 40
grass  40
greater than 77
green beans 30
green onions 99
groceries 43

grocery cart 43
grocery store 67
grow 40
guitar  71
gum  40
hair  13, 38, 44
hairdresser  59
half dollar  73
Halloween  49
ham  72
hamburger 31, 72
hammer  44, 105
hand   13, 44
handle  44, 66
hanger 42
Hanukkah  25, 49
happy  39, 122
harmonica  71
harp  71
hat  4, 7,19. 44
head  13, 44, 55
headache  54
headlight  9
hear   29, 44 
heart  49
hen  28, 44
hexagon   85, 118
high heels  19
hill  44
hip  13 
hit   44  
hold  44 
hole  44
honey  43
hood  9, 48, 83
hoof  83
hook  83 
hop  44 
horse  8, 44, 80
hot dog  44, 72
house   44, 47, 82
hug  44 
hundred  18, 44
hundredth  84
husband  35
I 96
ice  53  
ice cream  30, 72
igloo  50
iguana  50
ill   50
illness  54 
inch   50, 52,  92
index finger  50
injury   54

ink  50
insect  50, 55
invitation  50
jack-o-lantern 49
jacket  19, 56, 62
jam 56 
jar  4, 7, 56
jeans  56
jelly  56
jellyfish  58
jet  56
jewelry 56
jigsaw puzzle 56
jog  56 
joint  83
juice  30, 31
jump 24, 56
kangaroo   60
kayak  60
kayak paddle  60
ketchup  43,60
key  60
kick  60, 62   
kilometer  92
kilogram   92
king  60
kiss   52, 60
kitchen 47, 63
kite  60
kitten  60
knee  13
kneel  76
knife   30, 76
knob  76
knock  76
knot  76, 96
Kwanza 49
lamb 70
lamp  48, 64 
laugh 34, 64
LCD projector 21
leaf 64
leave 64
left 67
leg 13, 55, 64
lemon 37, 64
length  92
less than 77
letter  64
lettuce  99, 113
library 67
license plate 9
lift  64 
light 53, 64
lighthouse  58
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limb 70
lime  37
line 64
lion  8, 64
lip 38, 64
liquids 92
list 24
listen  64
liters 92
little 11
living room  47
lizard 124
lobster 99
lock  62
longer, longest  93
look at 64
love 64
lunch  31
mad 39
main dishes 30
man 4, 7, 68
map 4, 7, 20, 68
March  49
marker 21
math 73, 77
math operations 77
math symbols 77
math terms 77
May  5 
measurements 92
measuring cup 63
measuring spoons  63
meat 72, 96
mechanic  59 
medal 66
medication 54
medicine 54
meet 68, 96
melon 68
menorah 49
microwave 63
mile 92
milk 30, 31, 68, 72 
million 18
minus 77
minute  104
mirror 48, 68
mixer 63
Monday 25
money 73
monkey 8, 68 
month 49
moon 68
mop 68, 80 
moth  46, 55
mother 35
mountain  68, 82

mouse 68, 82
mouth 13, 38, 68, 82 
move 68 
mug 68
mule 109
multiplication 77
multiplied by 77
museum 67
music 68
mustard 43
nail 74
napkin  30
near  44
neck  13, 74
necklace  19, 74
nephew  35
nest  74
net  74
never  75
newscaster  59
New Year’s Eve 25
next to  32
nickel  73
niece 35
night 53, 74
nine  18, 74 
nineteen  18, 74  
ninety  18, 74
ninth  84
noodles  43
noon 104
north   74  
nose  13, 38,  74 
notebook  21
November  49,  74 
number   18, 74, 77
nut 74
octagon 78, 85
October  49, 78
octopus  8, 78 
odd numbers 77, 78
off 78
office 78
olives 	 78, 
on  78
onion  113
open 116
operations 77
opposites 79
orange 37, 78, 80
orange juice 31
order 78, 80
ordinal numbers  84
ostrich 78
ounce  92
oval  85
oven  63

owl  82
ox  78, 80, 118
oyster  83, 99
paddle 66
page 42
paint  5, 7, 86
painting  48
pair 96
pajamas 19
pan 86
pancakes 31, 43
pants  19, 86
paper 21, 28, 86
parallelogram  85
park  67
parts of speech 116
pasta  43
peach  37
peanut butter  43
peanuts 86
pear  37, 86, 96
peas 86, 113
pen 21, 86
pencil 21, 86
pencil sharpener 20
penny  73
pentagon  85
pepper 30, 113
percent  77
petal  66
phone 34
piano 71, 86
pie  30, 86
pig  8, 86
pilot  59
pineapple  37
pint  92
pizza  31, 86, 124 
plane 103
plant 86
plate 5, 30, 86
pliers  105
plum  37
plurals  88
plus  77
pocket  62
point  83, 86
police officer  59
pool 76
pork chop 72
poster 20
potato 30, 113
pound 93
pretzels  124
problem  77
product  77
pull  86

pumpkin 86, 88
purse 19, 108
push  86
puzzle 124 
puzzled 39
quart 89, 92
quarter 73, 89
queen 89
question mark 89
quilt 89
quotient 77
rabbit 90 
radio  90
rain 5, 7, 90
rainy  97
rake 105
raspberry 37
rat  7, 90
rattle 66
read 90
rectangle  85
refrigerator  48, 63
rice 30, 43
ride  90
right 67, 96
ring 42, 90
river 90
road  90
robot 90
rock 90
rocket 90
roof 9, 90
room 47
root 109
rope 81
rose 90
rug  48
ruler 21, 28, 90, 92 
run 90
sad  39
salad  30, 31, 99
salt 6, 30, 43
sandwich 31
Saturday 25
sauce pan 63 
saucer 6, 7
saw 6, 7, 105
saxophone 71, 118
scared 39
school 67
scientist 59
scissors  21, 94, 105
screw 109
screwdriver 105
seafood  99
season 97
second 84
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see 29
sentence 116
seven  18, 94
seventeen 18 
seventh 84
seventy 18 
shapes 85
shark  8, 46 
sheep 29
shelf 48
shirt  19, 52
shoes 19
shorts 19 
shoulder 13
shovel 105
shower 48
shrimp 99
side dishes  30
sign 76 
sing 42, 94
sink 48, 63
sister 35
sit  52, 94
six  18, 94, 118 
sixteen 18, 118 
sixth 84
sixty 18, 118 
skiing 98
skirt 19, 52
sky 53, 94, 122
sleep 94
slow 116
smaller, smallest  93
smell 94
smoke 94
snail  94 
snake  94 
snow 81 
snowman 58
snowy 97
soccer 98
socks 19, 62, 93, 94 
sofa 48
soil 83
sometimes 75
son 35
song 42
sore throat 54
south 94
spaghetti  30
spider  94 
spinach 99, 113
spoon 30, 94, 109
sports 98
sprained ankle  54
spring 97
square  85, 89

squash 113
squirrel 89
stairs 47
star 4, 7, 94
steak 30, 72
steering wheel  9
stethoscope 54
stitches 54
stomach ache 54
stop sign 76
St. Patrick’s Day 49
stove 48, 63
strawberry  37
student 20
subtraction 77, 94
subway 103
sugar 43 
suit 19
sum 77
summer 97
sun 94, 108
Sunday 25
sunny 97, 122
superlatives 93
surprised 39
sweater  19 
swim 94
swimming pool  67
syringe 54
T-shirt  19, 100
table  20, 48, 100
taco 31
tail  5, 7, 100
talk  100
tape 5, 7
taxi  100, 118
teacher  20, 59
teeth  29, 38, 100
ten  100
tennis  98
tenth 84
Thanksgiving 49
thermometer 54
thigh  53
third 84
thirteen  18
thirty 18
thorax 55
thousand 18
three 18
thumb 13, 70
thunderstorm 97
Thursday 25
tie (n) 19
tie (v) 100
tiger  8, 100
time  104

times  77
tire 9
toast 100
toaster  81, 83, 100
toe  13, 100
toilet  48
tomato  37, 99, 100
tools 105 
tooth 109
top 67
towel 82 
toy s 83
track and field  98
train  100, 103
trapezoid  85, 124
trash can 20, 63
tray  5, 7
tree 29, 49, 100
triangle  85, 100
trombone 71
truck  100, 103
true 101
trumpet 71
trunk  9
tube 109
Tuesday  25
turkey  49, 108
turtle  100, 108
TV/television  48, 100
twelve  100
twenty  100 
twice  84 
two 100
umbrella 106, 108
umpire 106
uncle 35
undershirt  106
underground  106
underwater 106
underwear 106
unhappy 106
untied shoelace106
unzip  106
up  106
upside down 106
vacuum cleaner  110
valentine 49,  110
valley  110
van  103, 110
vase  110
vegetables  110, 113
verbs  111, 112
vest  19, 110
village  110
vine  110
violin  71, 110
volcano  110

vowels 110
wait  114 
wake up  114 
walk  6, 114, 116
wall  20, 114
wash  114
washing machine  48
wasp  55, 114
watch (n) 19
watch (v) 114
water  28, 48, 114
water heater 48
wave  114 
weather 97 
web 114
Wednesday  25
weight 92
west  114
whale  46
wheel  9, 46
wheelchair  54
whistle 46
whiteboard 20
whole number 77
wife 35
window  20, 114, 116
window curtains 48
windshield  9
windy  97
wing 55
winter  97
wiper 9
wizard  124
wolf 114
woman 114, 116
worried  39
wrist  13
write   96, 114
writing 20
x-ray 54, 118
xylophone  71
yak  120
yam  120
yard  92, 120 
yarn 120
yawn  120
yell  120
yoga  120
yogurt 120
yolk 120
yo-yo 120
zebra  123
zero  123
zigzag 123
zip code 123
zipper  123
zoo  67, 123
zucchini  123


